
Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Ps 104: 3-4
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.
Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
increase our faith, hope and charity,
and make us love what you command,
so that we may merit what you promise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, (one) God, for ever and ever.

First reading   Exodus 22:20-26

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel
this:

‘“You must not molest the stranger or oppress
him, for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt.
You must not be harsh with the widow, or with
the orphan; if you are harsh with them, they will
surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall hear their
cry; my anger will flare and I shall kill you with the
sword, your own wives will be widows, your own
children orphans.

‘“If you lend money to any of my people, to any
poor man among you, you must not play the
usurer with him: you must not demand interest
from him.

‘“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you
must give it back to him before sunset. It is all the
covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his body
in; what else would he sleep in? If he cries to me,
I will listen, for I am full of pity.”’

Responsorial  Psalm 17(18):2-4,47,51
I love you, Lord, my strength.

I love you, Lord, my strength,
my rock, my fortress, my saviour.

My God is the rock where I take refuge;
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold.

The Lord is worthy of all praise,
when I call I am saved from my foes.

I love you, Lord, my strength.

Long life to the Lord, my rock!
Praised be the God who saves me,

He has given great victories to his king
and shown his love for his anointed.
I love you, Lord, my strength.

Second reading  1 Thessalonians 1:5-10

You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with
you, which was for your instruction, and you were led to
become imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was with
the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel, in
spite of the great opposition all round you. This has made
you the great example to all believers in Macedonia and
Achaia since it was from you that the word of the Lord
started to spread – and not only throughout Macedonia
and Achaia, for the news of your faith in God has spread
everywhere. We do not need to tell other people about
it: other people tell us how we started the work among
you, how you broke with idolatry when you were con-
verted to God and became servants of the real, living
God; and how you are now waiting for Jesus, his Son,
whom he raised from the dead, to come from heaven to
save us from the retribution which is coming.

Gospel Acclamation   cf.Ac16:14
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to accept the words of your Son. Alleluia!

Gospel   Matthew 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the
Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert him, one
of them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest
commandment of the Law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first
commandment. The second resembles it: You must love
your neighbour as yourself. On these two command-
ments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.’

Prayer over the Offerings
Look, we pray, O Lord,
on the offerings we make to your majesty,
that whatever is done by us in your service
may be directed above all to your glory.
Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon  Cf. Ps 19: 6
We will ring out our joy at your saving help
and exult in the name of our God.

Prayer after Communion
May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray,
perfect in us what lies within them,
that what we now celebrate in signs
we may one day possess in truth.
Through Christ our Lord.
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St Agatha, Sparkbrook, St Barnabas Balsall Heath
B11 1QT B12 8JU

www.saintagathas.org.uk
We pray for our parish, for all who live and
work within our parish boundaries; holding
them up for God’s blessing. We pray for all
pupils who attend the schools within our
parish.  We pray for St Agatha’s Boxing Club,
and St Barnabas’ Nursery. We commend to
you all who are sick or in any kind of need.
We pray for the Fr Michael, Fr Sergei, Church
Warden Martin and the congregation of the
Russian Orthodox  Parish of All Saints, who
meet at St Agatha’s on Saturdays.
We ask your help for all in positions of
responsibility in our churches.  We pray for
our priest Fr Thomas Singh and his wife
Sandhya as they minister in our parish.  We
pray for Bishop Paul.
We pray for each individual member of our
congregations that we may be faithful to our
vocations and worthy ambassadors of our
Catholic faith.
St Agatha's Prayer
Let your forgiveness be won for us by the
pleading of Saint Agatha,who found favour
with you by her chastity and by her courage
in suffering death for the gospel.
St Barnabas's Prayer
God our Father, You filled Saint Barnabas with
faith and
the Holy Spirit and sent him to convert the
nations; help us to proclaim the gospel by
word and deed.
We pray for those who are in need or ill:
John Gregory, David Stokes, Peter Rouillard,
Mike Lock,  Jean Tomlinson, Elaine Stanley,
Janet Gregory,  Arthur Cardin, Donnette Rigg,
Ava Crossley, Keith Garnor, Phil Lee.
We pray for those who have recently died,.

  Mass 9am
Mass at 11am

● By standing order- form available from the back of
church

● Pay using the PayPal Donate button on the  website.
You do not need a Paypal account

● It is possible for you to make a contactless payment
when in church- ask Gareth or Priscilla

● You can give by bank transfer to St Agathas PCC
 Sort code: 30 97 97 Account: 00367409

A special welcome to all visitors.
Please join us for tea and coffee after the

service if you can.

We are always keen more for help with cleaning, singing, reading lessons and
serving!

If you would like to sing, please arrive before 10.45am and make your way to
the choir vestry for a quick rehearsal.

If you would like to join the serving team please speak with Gareth,  Robes
and training provided, so doesn’t matter if you have no experience.

Cleaning- ask Janet.

Joining the reader’s rota- Priscilla can add you next time the rota is compiled.


